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Have often wonder'd at the vaft ditter- 
ence between the Traflation of the LXX, 
and the orignal Hebrew, particularly tn 
the Lives of she Patriarchs before the 
Flood, 4 bundred years being added be. 
fore skeir TEMPOLOLLK, which J find alters the Chronclegy 
extreme ly;and yet on the other fide, thas Th anflation feems 
to be of great Authority, by its being quoted fo frequently 
by our Saviour and bis Apoftles in the new Teftament, even 
where tt differs from she original-Hebrew. One Text 7 
remember which is very remartable, "Tis tha, in the 46 
of Gen. the 27. Where ’tis exprefly faid iv the ¢, all the 
© Souls of the Loufe of Jacob which came into Egypt 
** were Seventy and five. Whereas ’tis in the original 
only Seventy; yet Se.Stephen in the Adts of the Apoftles,or 
St. Luke ar leaft, in she repetition of bis Sermon, follows 
the Seventy, and inlike manner reckons ‘em Seventy-five,sho 
it appears on fumming up their Names, that there were 
indeed but Seventy. Jf you cou’d reconcile the/e appearing 
contradidions, and dire me tehich to follow when they 
thus differ from one another, you'd oblige me,and, J believe, 
many more befides me. 

Anfw, This isa fubje&@ which has employ'd many 
learned men in the greateft part of their Jives, and 
we believe might frill employ as many more, Crétici/m 
being {o far from being, exbau/ted by theLabours of thofe 
who have gone before us,as fome wou'd perfwade them- 
felves who care not to be at the paias to imitate ‘em, 
that we have {ome reafon to believe there's a larger 
Field left untoucht, than has ever been meddied with, 
Particularly as to the difference in aumbers and the 
Chronslogy of the Scriptures, which yet as it is, muft 
be own'd much more perfe@ than any amoag the Hea- 
theas ; Plutarch himielf complaining in more than one 
place, of the cbjcurity, uncertaiaty and contradictions 
of all the Chronologifts that wrote cither in his Time, 
or before him. Noris it any wonder that in {0 ma- 
ny different Tranftarions, and Copies, and fome thoufand 
af years intervening between our times and thote 
wherein thofe Books were written, that there fhou'd 
have beentome miffakes, in leffer matters, in all thofe 
at leaft which we now have, which in the aumbers, 
which we fo often meet with, isa thing.almoft wia- 
voidable, unlets we fhou'd fuppofe the /oly Spirit any 
more oblig’d to preterve every /cribes pen, trom flip- 
piag in thofe days, than he is now to prevent the 
miftakes of every Printer and Compofer. However, 
all unprejudic'd men muft ftill own that all Copres and 
Tranflations {0 far agree, asto aatwer the ead of their 
being, given to the world, that is, to be an adequate 
Rule ot Life, of Faith and manners; and till the con- 
trary to this be provid, any little msffates and differen- 
ees in the Tranjcribers, or Tranflasers, (for there coud 
be none in the original, will be of no great moment. 
As for the differences between the LXX.and the acbrew, 
we confelS we are of another mind from what we were 
formerly, and are now of opinion that the Aebrew is 


generally in the régbr, andthe 9 miftaken ; often- 
times the Tran/lators themfelves, for we have no great 
reafon to believe the ftory of their ene they 
having evidently and willirgly tranflated feveral places 
differently from the original, as learned men have ot- 
ferv’d, in many others they themfelvesfeem plainly 
fo have iiftaken the feace of the word, by reafon of 
fome ambiguity in the Hebrew, and in more than both, 
efpecially in Numbers , we are apt to believe 
they have fuffered by the haft, or coven 9 
Tranfcribers ; For the firft of thefe, that they have 
willingly, and of fet purpofe— Tranflated in 
fome places differestly from the original, the Rabbins 
produce Thirtén, which, they fay, the Sentors render'd 
in that manner on purpofe that they might not offend 
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King, Prolomy and the Egyptians: Moft of which, it’s 
true, a learned perfon clears ‘em of, (in his Prolegom, 
IX. to the Polyglot pag. 60.) but fome there ftill are, 
with all retpeet to his Judgment, that he feems not 
to get lo cliverly ott with, and feveral others that 
the Rabbi's themifelves have omitted : Of the former 
number feems to be the fewenmth place they inftance 
in, Exod, 4. 20. “ And Mojes took his Wife and his 
““ Sons, and fet them upen an Afi, Ue. This the 
Rabbits fay is not fairly tranflated by the LXX. Who 
render it, fuper id quod geffit filios hominum, inftead of, 
Super afinum, Upon that which dears men, inftead of 
upon an As: his anfwer is that the /enec is the fome” 
they having tranflated itytey, Tx Gr Qu yioc fuper siabju 
galia, five Fumenta, on Beafts of carriage, or Burden, 
But under favour ‘tis not the fame thing, nor js the 
fence the fame, unlefS ail Beafts of Burden were alike, 
and an Horfeand aa Ajs the fame Cresewre. It had 
been, we think, but fair, for that excellent aad jeart- 
ed Author, how great foever his zeal was tor the . 
tohave taken notice of what the Rabbis here add, as 
the caufe of their changing the word, which we have 
in their Chronic, Temp. Secundi, Who give this resfor. 
“© Ne Rex, Se. Left the King fhou'd defpif our 
“© mafter Mojes, becaule he rode npon an 4/3, antl 
“¢ fhou'd fay; how came an 4/5 to carry his wife, and 
“ two Children? The reafon of it muft needs have 
** been the poverty and meanefS of their condition. 
Thus far they, which ‘tis trne Bocharr endeavours to 
get clear of, and to defend the jevemty, by urging 
that (\@ and UTOLoyi0; are always Synonima*‘s in 
their verfion, who ufe one for t’other at leaft in 24 
places: But neither does this clear the matter, far 
ftill the objegtion lies, how came they to ule a word 
which has quite another fignification, than that from 
whence they tranflated it ? Befides, this is the firft 
time they ule it, in all the Scripture, tho ‘tis Chamer 
in the original at beaft five times before, in 4 of which 
they tranflate by gi@-, and in the sth there's a plain 
reafon why they don’t,tho neither is it there dgoeiy 10V 
‘Tis that Gen, 49. 14. /fachar isa ftrong Afs, We, 
which it feems they thought fuch a refettion on their 
Patriarch, that they take no notice on‘t, but were 
pleas'd to read it different from all others,and to make 
me know what of it, 73 neAdv CorsDu samo tv. ** Has 
defir’d what's good, tho tis plain, Aft, even in the 
Samaritan, and other Vertions. Nor do they ufe 
UsoZiryion,even where one fhou’d moft expeét it, when 
ahy thing of weight is to be carry’d, as in the cafe of 
Fofeph's Bresbren loading Corn, where they tranflate Cha- 
mor, as they ought to do, by ¢y@ intwo places;but ’tig 
remarkable that the firft place in the Bible where they 
change the word, is here,when their prophet is concera’d 
and mention’d, and we believe ia few others, if any, 
without a manifeft reajon, as we found in tho we 
confulted, for while we were examining thele matters 
we thought of a way whereby we might at leaft proba. 
bly guefs whether our fufpitions were juft, and the 
LXX. had here on purpofe miffranflated in this mag- 
ner, which was to fee how they tranilated Balsam's 4/; 
of one fide, and their Meffias’s on the Other, Numb. 
22 and Zach. 9. And we found as we expect od 
that they fet Balaam upon a bare Afi, twé(ede Thu dyer: 
auls, But they have ordengd it better with the other, 
and fet him like Mofes, ej Voi@uyov, Kos maAov 
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certair nly Mojés, of whom they had a fort of a cerribk 
wild traditionary Romemr rece, and lay upen him ail 
that’s evil; Mufrain of Cart’e, dliftog of C 

the like, and facrifictd an Ajs tO Him; amia very 
plesfart ftory they t tell, that a Vsplor Drother to King 
Ofiris, of the fame mother tho a different Futver, com 
fpic'd agaiaft the King his brother, takane /?verty two 
men ito the con/ptracy, the Queen or Eth z allo 
aféfting him, and attera dealory chacmefs, 
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Chat ic appearsnor that Prolomy‘s Wives Name was 
Ageus, which was, he tclls us, his Grandpather’s Name. 
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Ce as. we . ou arn ms anetlo tells this ; re le 
re wer of theit Let res.an account that whe "tt 
hele lepers werecatrv’. bY thee ypua Soldiers inte 
the wilderne{s, they wraptanumber.of fem in Jead 


ad threw ‘eminrothe Rediea, which feems from a 
; tion of that part of Moas’s 
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The venktike Lead in the mighty waters.” And 
Foie phus is (0 carciul tocloar Majrs trosm being a Leper, 
that hé files 4ppon, /motous, for detcribing, him fuch; 
whereas, favs he, His own words teftiry him co be 
ean £ he dijcajesof Leprofy, tor he commands 
“ alpgepeys to be expel/*d wut of Jowns and Villages. 
| -the 1! PF i mistakes oO: che Seventy, 
concerning which alloteveral ot che Fathers 
abmoft ef the fame rahe w! , 10 | vt! lat th Seventy did 
S, ex confulta, trar inflate differently from 
the original, tho they give another realon for*t, name- 
Iv for the ren cane of inysters 

We Aho roceed to the two other parts of our 
affertion,. mu h ealier to prove than what we have 
already cone, that the LXX. were fometimes, nay, 
ery ottensbamjelees deccivd py ambiguity ot words, 
in thie Of teiaal, which any one may {ee almoft in eve- 
rv Chapetby comparing fem with his /ved, Bible ; and 
that they" ace. vet more oftcn injurfd by ¢ranferibers. 
is we-han't time to make good in this Afercury, 
ror. thie Re; ‘ons why our Savivur and his Apofties 
made wie ot a fuulty tranfiatiom, whichwe fhall remem- 
ber. ia. feme others. All 3 remains in this is che 
donbt in the qnery, why JSenesty-five in the LXX. and 
nd vet St « Luke tollows the 
former ¢ The thi lear; that *, as well as in 
the Gatbeh, he quotes out at tne Seventies Verfion, and 
theretove ~mafi ve if according. to them, that 
being the odly sible chen wnmderjiocd by the common 
people an St. Stephen, and iad in their Synagogues, 
even inl Jerufalem, 2d fuppoing fome leffer literal 
or Verbal Bauits, as there ave in. all we ever yet faw r 
any Lercusge, intall remian‘d, as has been faid, 
fatncient Kale of Life. and plain in all neceffary Doce 
trémes,. As for th. difference here in the A ‘umbers, it 
arifes tram the addizion more names in the 
feventy than the #ebrew, out: ot the Udronicles,, tO 
wit Macher. and. Gilead, the Son  Grat dfon, of 
Manafj., ait Skurbelem ani few th > Sons.of Epbrae 
im, anst; Rdcm. bis Crandfon Pe baps to break the 
numb gor LX). high, ‘t2 an Fables TeROE 
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